Lack of a chromosomal copy of the circular rDNA plasmid of Entamoeba histolytica.
A number of small circular DNAs constitute a part of the genome of Entamoeba histolytica. Among them, the 24.5 kb circular DNA encoding rRNA (EhR1) is the most abundant. Pulsed field gel electrophoresis was used to determine if a chromosomal copy of EhR1 exists and what fraction of the total genome is circular. The results show that the chromosomes of E. histolytica are linear, and that no copy of EhR1 could be detected in any of the linear chromosomes.